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ACT legislated emissions reduction targets



Local climate change impacts



Canberra’s public urban forest

• Approx. 760,000 trees in the 
public realm

• Approx. 21% tree canopy cover

• Covers around 3,535ha

• Approx. 42% native species

• Dominant tree species:
– Eucalyptus mannifera

– Casuarina cunninghamiana

– Eucalyptus melliodora

– Eucalyptus polyanthemos



Urban heat mapping in Canberra

• Built-up areas are around 

8°C warmer in summer 

than surrounding rural 

areas

• Temperatures vary as 

much as 10°C in 

suburban areas

• Areas with above average 

surface temperature 

characterised by:

• Impervious surfaces

• Few trees
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https://www.environment.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1170968/CSIRO-Mapping-Surface-Urban-Heat-In-Canberra.pdf


Benefits of the urban forest



A sneak peak to building a resilient, net zero emissions city


